The Woods

(Full Score)

Composed by Ulf Anneken for the
Boston String Quartet

Lyrics by: Michael Chu



The Woods

Instrumentation:

2 Flutes

1 Oboe

2 Bb Clarinets
1 Bassoon

2 French Horn (or 4)
2 Trumpets
3 Trombones

1 Tuba

2 Percussion (Timpani, Suspended Cymbals, Woodblock, Toys)
1 Harp

Soprano Vocalist
String Quartet

Violin 1
Violin 2
Viola
Cello

Contrabass

Notes:

In measure 2, the String Quartet, 2 Percussionists and 1 Contrabass will perform a variety phrases
randomly on top of the string pad. At the time of this writing the phrases have not been composed yet.
The idea is to evoke the mystical atmosphere of an enchanted forest. The numbers

above measures one and two represent the duration of these measures.

About the Piece:
"Every beginning contains a magic that protects us and belps us to live" Hermann Hesse

"The Woods" is about a woman who is faced with a choice. To stay and face a life where nothing changes, or
to go into the woods and face the scariest thing of all. The unknown future.

It is a decision that all of us have to make at some point in our lives. To leave the comfortable familiarity

behind and venture into new and uncharted territory (be it wooded or not) takes a tremendous amount of

courage, but is also an essential part of what it means to be human. We are natural explorers of the world
around us, before us, and above us.

Like the woman in the song, we know that our destiny lies, not here, but there. Whatever the form of the
road we walk, moving forward is what gives us the freedom to change, to grow:

Michael Chu/Ulf Anneken / Los Angeles 07/09/2008

© ULFMUSIC 2008
www.ulfmusic.com
contact: uanneken@berklee.net
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